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 Urbanization is one of the mega trends of the next 30 years, and it represents a huge 
challenge. According to the World Bank over the next three decades the world’s urban population 
will be almost double what it is today. And according to the Inter American Development Bank 8 
of every 10 people in Latin America and the Caribbean live in cities.  

Yet in general terms our cities have grown in a disorderly and unplanned fashion, and this creates 
all sorts of difficulties in terms of mobility, air quality, supplying services the likes of water, security 
and green areas. There are also enormous social challenges involved, and in that context parks are 
extremely necessary. In addition to generating oxygen, they provide alternatives for improving 
people’s quality of life  

On November 24, 2017 a new park was opened in Mexico City –La 
Mexicana, specifically located in Santa Fe. It was in that same 
location that one century ago and until the 80s the Santa Fe sand 
mines were located. The government then expropriated those 
mines, and a few years later the land became part of a plan to 
build a middle-income residential development for 12,000 
houses. The plan was then downsized from its early estimate to 
8,000 houses. But by 2012, the population density of the city of 
Santa Fe was already so high that the area’s inhabitants refused to 
allow the still vacant land to be developed for further housing. So 
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that was when the community joined forces and decided to invest in a legal process that endowed 
the 42 hectares –that 35 years before had still been mines- with their current park zoning.  

The community contributed several ideas for the project, ideas that were assessed and, where 
appropriate, included in the construction project (the process took 13 months to complete). 
Currently the park spans 20 hectares, leaving 8 hectares still to be developed.  

 The project has a water cistern capable of holding 24,000 cubic meters of rainwater, which is used 
for irrigation and other park needs. When the cistern water resources are depleted, treated 
wastewater is used.  

The park’s financial set-up was designed to be self-supporting, which means that it has no need of 
public or private funding to operate. Rather the park is maintained and supports itself by way of 
the income generated from renting commercial spaces used for stores or restaurants. It is the only 
park in the world that operates in a completely self-supporting manner. By mandate of its trust, 
any and all earnings are reinvested in the park.  

As Mexicans and inhabitants of this great metropolis we are extremely proud of the park. It is a 
great achievement made possible by the sum of much good will and the effort of many. We also 

hope that the model will be replicated in many other cities. I truly believe that investments in 
green areas are investments in improving the quality of life of city-dwellers, and that those 
investments contribute indirectly to strengthening the social fabric of today’s primarily urban 
societies.
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